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Today’s weather 


Brisk and 
very cold. 


Monday: Light snow, 28 | 12 
Tuesday: Some sun, 13 | 3 
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A racial backlash 

ahead of MLK Jr. Day 
Rights leaders say the legacy 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. is at odds with the cur- 
rent social and political climate 
on the first holiday under Pres- 
ident Donald Trump. AG 
Voting rights: Contrary to video 
impressions, Ohio Secretary of 
State Jon Husted had nothing to 
do with an Army vet's voter-reg- 
istration purge. A14 


Metro 


Some help with 

filing for disability 

The majority of Social Security 
disability cases are initially re- 
jected. Advocates offer tips to 
increase your chances. B1 

Our Towns: A town-by-town 
look at local happenings, plus a 
listing of several Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day events. B6 


Sports 


Uh-oh. Here 

come the Warriors. 

The Golden State Warriors are 
coming to Cleveland Monday, 
and their visit couldn’t come at a 
worse time for the Cavaliers. C1 


Arts & Life 
‘Black Lightning’ makes 
a superhero return 


“Black Lightning” creator (and 
Cleveland native) Tony Isabella 
is getting a charge out of the CW 
series. D1 


Forum 


When political theater 
becomes an obsession 
Commentary: My therapy cli- 
ents can’t tear themselves away 
from the news — and it’s messing 
with their lives, a writer says. E1 


Can junk mail offer 

clues to identify theft? 
Money Matters: A woman 
worries about identity theft 
after getting mail addressed to 
a name close to hers. F1 


Parade 


Mirren, Sutherland 

on their new movie 

Helen Mirren and Donald 
Sutherland on “The Leisure 
Seeker,” road trips and happily 
ever after. Inside 
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NE Ohio property taxes 


New rates shift most-taxed areas 


Bills in 6 communities top $4,000 per $100,000 of home value 


RicH EXNER 
rexner@ cleveland.com 


A corner of South Euclid 
with about 800 homes now 
has the highest property tax 
rate in Northeast Ohio, edging 
out the Shaker Square neigh- 
borhood of Cleveland, Garfield 
Heights and Shaker Heights. 


The total property tax 
bill for the portion of South 
Euclid in the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights 
school system is up $54 to 
$4,306 a year per $100,000 
of home value. 

A cleveland.com analysis 
of the new tax rates from 
the Ohio Department of Tax- 


ation found that the South 
Euclid area has overtaken 
last year’s leader, the major- 
ity of Garfield Heights. 

Go to tinyurl.com/tax 
chart18 to find the prop- 
erty tax rate for each area 
in Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, 
Lorain, Medina, Portage and 
Summit counties, and see 


how the rates have changed 
over the years. These rates 
are for the 2017 taxes due 
to be paid in 2018. 

The median rate among 
the 379 taxing districts in 
the seven counties is $2,018 
per $100,000 of home value, 
cleveland.com found. 

While the area of South 


Euclid in the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights 
district is No. 1 at more than 
double the regional median, 
most homeowners in South 
Euclid pay a lot less. 

The majority of the city, 
which is in the South Eu- 
clid-Lyndhurst school dis- 
trict, has a tax rate of $3,443 
per $100,000 of home value. 
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Shoveling? Sounds like fun! 


DAVID PETKIEWICZ | CLEVELAND.COM 


aya and Christine Maersch, 2, of Chagrin Falls, help their parents, Karl and Abby, clear 


the sidewalk in front of their house Saturday morning. Scattered snow continued to 


fall Saturday in some parts of Northeast Ohio as a front that had spread snow and ice 


over much of the region on Friday pushed eastward. 


© cleveland.com See more winter weather photos at cleveland.com/weather 


Health 


Flu season is worse than last year’s 


Dominant strain is more virulent, but officials say worries of a pandemic are unfounded 


JULIE E. WASHINGTON 
jwashington@ plaind.com 


Public health officials 
think this year’s flu season 
is already shaping up to be 
worse than last year’s. 

Blame it on the dom- 
inant flu strain, H3N2, 
which causes more fatali- 
ties than H1N1 and other 
flu viruses. 

“The numbers seem 
greater than what we’re 
used to seeing,” said Jen- 
nifer Hanrahan, medical 
director of infection pre- 


vention for MetroHealth 
Medical Center. 

Influenza researchers 
don’t know exactly why 
H3N2 is more virulent than 
other flu strains, according 
to an article on the website 
STAT. 

One possible reason is 
that H3N2 mutates faster 
than other flu viruses. 

The dominance of H3N2 
makes this flu season simi- 
lar to the 2014-2015 season. 

In 2014, the H3N2 
strain was new to the 
United States, said Richard 


Stacklin, analyst with the 
Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health. 

In 2014, Cuyahoga 
County experienced two 
consecutive weeks with 250 
hospitalizations per week. 

This year, the peak has 
been 193 hospitalizations. 
Cuyahoga County had 52 
flu deaths in 2014. 

While flu-related deaths 
and hospitalizations in 
Ohio are mounting, worries 
about a flu pandemic are 
unfounded, local health of- 
ficials said. 


The Ohio Department of 
Health reported 1,750 new 
confirmed flu-associated 
hospitalizations in Ohio 
during the first week of Jan- 
uary, a significant increase 
over 925 reported during 
the last week of December. 

There have been 3,854 
total flu-associated hospi- 
talizations in Ohio since flu 
season began in October. 

By contrast, at this time 
last year, Ohio’s flu activity 
was rated “Low.” 
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False alarm 
Missile 
warning 
panics 
Hawaii 


Cellphone alert was 
mistake, officials say 


AUDREY MCAVOY AND 
JENNIFER KELLEHER 
Associated Press 


HoNoLuULU — A false 
alarm that warned of a 
ballistic missile headed 
for Hawaii sent the islands 
into a panic Saturday, with 
people abandoning cars on 
a highway and preparing 
to flee their homes until 
officials said the cellphone 
alert was a mistake. 

In a conciliatory news 
conference later in the day, 
Hawaii officials apologized 
for the mistake and vowed 
to ensure it will never hap- 
pen again. 

Hawaii Emergency Man- 
agement Agency Adminis- 
trator Vern Miyagi said 
the error happened when 
someone hit the wrong 
button. 

“We made a mistake,” 
Miyagi said. 

For nearly 40 minutes, it 
seemed like the world was 
about to end in Hawaii, an 
island paradise already jit- 
tery over the threat of nu- 
clear-tipped missiles from 
North Korea. 

On the H-3, a major 
highway north of Hono- 
lulu, vehicles sat empty. 
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AX EMERGENCY ALERTS 


Emergency Alert 
BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT 
INBOUND TO HAWAII. SEEK 
IMMEDIATE SHELTER. THIS 
IS NOT A DRILL. 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
This smartphone screen 
capture shows the 

false incoming ballistic 
missile emergency alert. 
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That’s Third Federal. 


Looking to open a CD? There are no strings attached with Third Federal’s 


great rates. And, we have 21 local branches to serve you. 


e Not just for new customers 


e No need to open additional accounts 
requiring direct deposit or ACH 


Member 


FDIC 


C8446117-01 


e Only $500 minimum 


e Non-commissioned savings counselors; 
their only goal is to help you 


SAVINGS & LOAN 


25-Month CD Special 
$500 Minimum 


* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of date of publication. Minimum deposit of $500 to open and earn stated APY. Deposits over $1,000,000 subject to review. CDs subject to penalty for early withdrawal. Rates subject to change at any time. To obtain CD rates, you are not required to open an 
account with new money or open separate accounts that require direct deposits, debit card usage, or automatic payment commitments. Funds insured according to FDIC insurance requirements. ©2018 Third Federal 
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39-Month CD Special 
$500 Minimum 


ThirdFederal 


7-Month CD Special 
$500 Minimum 


1-800-THIRD-FED 


800-844-7333 


thirdfederal.com 


